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A touch of hot weather, a dearth of
meritorious attractions, and the presence
of Buffalo Bill's Wild West all prophetic
of the coming of summer served last
week to keep the local theatrical business
at its lowest ebb. Six houses, which has
rome to he Washington's regular quota
hlnce the closing of the Lafayette, solicited
ralronage, and while five were compara-
tively well filled nightly, even that quin-let- te

did nothing astonishing. Over at
the National one ol those strange organi-
zations which the Frohmans occasionally
tend out with the presumable idea of
teaching the public how to appreciate their
more worthy companies, presented Anson
Pond s antiquated melodrama. "Her Atono-iienL- "

When it Is remarked that tho
iimbtnatloa was suitably rewarded those
who witnessed the production will know
that it was Eh en to empty benches. The
Frawlojs staged Augustus Thomas" ''Ala-lam- a"

beautifully at the Columbia and
managed to secure the record of the period,
while more than half the colored popula
tion and some of the white heard tile
Black Patti and saw her "Troubadours" at
the Academy. An exceptional vaudeville
bill established no new standards at the
Grand, Phil Sheridan's "City Sports" drew
fair-size- d assemblies to Kernan's, and the
Bijou's receipts remained at their usual
high mark. Incidentally, the Elks Bene
fit, on Tuesday, netted the charity fund
of that order a very considerable sum, and
the Sou fa concert, on Thursday, was well
attended. Colonel Cody's show brought
out the ordinary crowd of people willing
to undergo the discomfort of board seats
and a burning sun for the privilege of see-
ing the gallant scout and his assistants
.hoot at glass balls ami imitation Span-
iards.

For the coming week only one new thing
is promised a military melodrama, which
Is to be put on at the Academy. The piece
is by Jean Mawson, and bears the signifi
cant title of "A Daughter of Cuba." Alio:
Nielsen, who made an excellent impression
last fall at the Lafayette, brings back
J ( tenant Golden, Marguerite Sylva, Joseph
Herbert, Jennie Han ley, Joseph Cawthorn,
and "The Fortune Teller" to the National.
"Alabama," at the Columbia, gives way
to Robert Hllliard's "Lost Tw enty-fo- ur

Hours," in which T. Daniel Frawley is
to play the leading role. while Milton and
Dollie Nobles, Gemma Jewell, and the De
Forrests head the vaudeville bill to be of-
fered at the Grand, Harry Bryant's "Aus-
tralian Beauties" visit Kernan's, and the
usual programme holds good at the Bijou.
Geraldlne Farrar, a vocalist for whom
much is promised, will be heard Wednes-
day at the Lafayette, and will probably do
a large business, not only because of her
own merit, but as a result of the "hust-
ling" of George Bawling!, who is acting
as her manager. Nothing big in the way
vl receipts can be prophesied for the week,
but It is likely that the combinations la
town ill average well.

Columbia "Lout 24 Il'iuri."
It is to jovial, capable Wilton Lackaye,

a Washingtonian by birth, if a New Yorker
by inclination, that ttadition lays the esca-
pade which furnished the authors of

Lost Twenty-fou- r Hours" with material
for their farce. The erstwhile Svengali
had been touring an unlimited number of
one-n'g- ht stands and when he reached the

Rial to his inclinations are fcaid
cot to hae been in the line of peace and
quiet. Instead Sir. Lackaye is supposed
to have hunted up a number of his friends
and with them to have continued such a
round of good fellowship that when he was
finally put to bed at the Lambs' Club a
good day and night elapsed before bis
wakening. The actor's inability to under-

stand this lapse of time and the numerous
mistakes which came out of the affair
proved the best sort of foundation for a
corned), and Robert Hillyard's former ve-
hicle was the result.

Of course, one need not explain that Mr.
Lactcaye did not quite get himself into the
merles of perplexities and complexities
Khkh are made to pursue Dick Swift in

Lost Twenty-fou- r Hours." A brokenengagement with E. M. Holland and one
or two like bothers comprised the player's
troubles. Young Swift, however. Is madea married man whose wife has gone an ay
for a brief visit and comes home while he
is still expecting her on the morrow. A

sweetheart also turns up in
time to be caught embracing the chap
when his spouse caters. She Is Introduced

s lIUs Swift, a long absent sister. In
order to punish the benedict for this He
tho girl proceeds to such extremes as not
only weave further difficulties about him
but as also tangle his brother, a young
clergyman of sanctimonious mein and
faultless habits. All these additions to
the original theme provide a most amusing
farce and one which should be excellently
done at the Columbia.

In tho presentation T. Daniel Frawley
v.111 make his first public appearance this
season and much is anticipated of his
work in the role of Dick Swift. Harry
Corson Clarke will have abundant oppor-
tunities for dry In the part of
the extremely good curate, while Selene
Johnson's first chance at laughter-provokin- g

will be given her In the character of
the flirtatious young nomas who causes
Swift so much trouble, and Mary Van
Burcn will be the confiding wife. Mrs.r. M. Bates is to be seen as an old lady
with mlss'ocary tendencies, Georgia
Welles interprets the role of her daugh
ler Geoffrey Stein reads the lines of the
individual with general propensities for
love making and Alfred Hickman, Corlnne
Parker. Harry Gwynette, Frank Mathieu,
and Thomas Phillips complete the tast,
It Is promised that the scenery will be
correct and elaborate.

"nlIonnI "The I'ortiiiie-Teller- ."

"Mr ambition has never been to shine
alone among an aggregation of infcrlor
people." said Alice Nielsen to a Times man
when last "The Fortune Teller" was seen
in Washington. "To me It seems a much
finer thing to be counted the best member
of an admirable company." Had this
statement been made before the date set
for Miss Nielsen's first local appearance
as a star It might have been traced to the
direct influence of a. press agent, and

I no quickly forgotten, but the reporter se-
cured his Inten lew after hating witnessed

I her production, and so took tho remark
with due seriousness. The former prima i

.fr j . - t, . -

donna of the Bostonians certainly carried
with her a cast capable of maling good
any boast,

At that time there were and there are
now with Miss Nielsen a number of the
best known people In the operatic field
Primarily, of course, her organization in-
cludes Eugene Cowles, the big basso,
whose reputation makes any comment upon
him unnecessary. Then there is Rldhard
Colden, the original "Old Jed Prouty,"
who was once a star in "The Isle of Cham-
pagne," and there are also Joseph Herbert,
a comedian who has won his title to big
type by means of a series of emphatic

and Joseph Cawthorn, whose ex-
perience with "Mis3 Philadelphia" w ill be
remembered. Marguerite Sylva, creator of
the title role in "The Trench Maid;" Jen-
nie Hawley, a one-tim- e member of the
Boston Ideals; Frank Rushwortb, a tenor
with few peers; Paul Nicholson, AV. F,
Rochester, Blllle Norton, and May Boley,
finish up what is undoubtedly an Incom-
parable Jist of players.

Of "Tho Fortune Teller" Itself It Is suf-
ficient to remark" that Victor Herbert, who
is responsible for "The Serenade," "The
Idol's .Eye,' "and "The Wizard of the
Nile," never turned out a more melodious
composition. Tboso who heard the opera
when it was being presented here before
can hardly have forgotten its charming
opening" chorus, the Italian finale of the
first act, the Sousacsquo swing of the
march which ends the second, "Always Do
as People Say You Should," "But Only in
the Pla," "The Serenade of Nations."
"The Glpsr Love Song," or the magic
Hungarian czardas of the initial scene.

Harry B. Smith's libretto also offers
some very enjoyable features, among them
the influenza story, which half of Wash-
ington waB repeating a week after "The
Fortune Teller" left. Tho lyrics of tho
piece are said to be jingling, its lines
bright, and Its complications ludicrous.
"The Fortune Teller" has been doing an
enormous buslner.i throughout the coun-
try, and is now on its way to Chicago,
where it will be seen for the second time
this year. En route it stops nt the Na-
tional Theatre for a return engagement,
which begins tomorrow evening.

Grant! Vaadei Hie,
If there is any single condition

known to mankind which has
been more exaggerated and vulgarized on
the stage than drunkenness it would bo
a difficult matter to find that condition.
The inebriate has been especially over-
worked In vaudeville and the result is that
a mere mention of the fact that a come-
dian has "a great scene" of that sort is
sufficient to Leep people away from the
theatre. In "Why Walker Reformed." the
sketch which Milton and Dollie Nobles are
to present this week at the Grand, it is
said that a rather new type of Intoxicated
Individual has been evolved and the "San
Francisco Call" lias not hesitated to dub
the manner in which Mr. Noble portrays
the "Jagologlst" a notable piece of acting.
Both comedietta and interpreters have
been highly praised and there Is every
prospect-th- at they will thoroughly delight
local amusemciit-loyer- s.

BuCiha .Nobles are not the only head-line- rs

marked for the coming week at the
Grand, among those who share honors with
them being the De Forrests, who call them-
selves "whirlwind dancers." This team

Dollie 'Nohlei nt the Grnnd.

is of American wTia ropantlv . ii.
considerable success on the Continent andhave returned for a brief time to theirnative land. They present two specialties.

uausu ei vaise superb and "La Poupee
Elastlque." In tho latter Miss De For-
rest renresenfa n mMw., .1.11 t.t..i. 1

partner does not. nrsit.it.. tn tum t.i.
and that and to throw about the stage. The
uti seems wwa clever novelty. fc

A treat is also promised In Gemma Jew-
ell, a fionmnn whn la f..i,"ilin.i i .t- -

hearty praise of what advance agents callpress ana puuiia auss Jewell recently
gave a series of recitals in cultivated Bos-
ton and literally worked the conservatives
of theilub into a state of enthusiasm. She
will be heard here in three songs calculated
to show hpr vnlfA. ..... Inv (ha..... hA.twdv uuiauuKC1. .
and should duplicate her Eastern hit. T.II'Mha. t.i. . m .....(ii.uuL. i.iijiri l 1111 .imtitti iiarf qra va
seen In an operatic skit, entitled "Master
and Pupil," Louise Kerlln will give several

coon songs;" the Prentice Trio Is to cs.
tablleh its excellence as an acrobatic

, FiMri nut!...... slmn.....u ... ,n. UJU--
tribute a cako walk, and Frank Coiton will
endeavor to prove- - with his trained don-
keys that the long-eare- d beast has been
much maligned In the matter of stupidity.
The list gives promise of a pleasing en-
tertainment, and the business of the week
will probably be good.

Acndcmj " MuuKhlcr of Cuba."
Scenic spectacles of a military nature

are reaching Washington In great numbers
just now. Last week "Her Atonement"
end Buffalo Bill's Wild West divided hon-
ors in this way, and it is now announced
that in Jean Mawson's "A Daughter of
Coba," which will be seen tomorrow nicht
at the Academy of Music, the battle of San
Juan Hilt win be produced In a manner
that will require the services of scores of
supernumeraries, dozens of flags, and a
Maxim gun that will balch forth death and
smoke to the infinite delight of ratrlotic
ones In the audience. It Is claimed that
this effect takes unto Itself a marvelously
realistic nature, and that it adds greatly to
th strength of the play.

Miss Mawson is the authoress of "A
Daughter of Cuba," and its leading woman.
She is said to have written the piece witha fine flow of wit and pathos, and to haveput Into It lines that alternately bring
tears of laughter and of sympathy. The
star is seen as a oung woman who very
properly leaves home and enters the ser-
vice of the soldiers as a Red Cross nurse
because her fiance goes to Cuba with the

army. This role, in common with many
incidents and episodes of the drama, are
supposed to hate been suggested by Miss
Mawson's own character, and by the sev-
eral adventures she had while studying
the natives with a view to putting them,bag and baggage, into her work.

Not content with havins personally ven-
tured into Santiago, tho authoress claims
to have sent Artist Reed on a like mission,
that he might put plenty of atmosphere
and other desirable qualities into the
scenes which he was engaged to paint for
the production. Incidentally, she engaged
what is described as a capable company,
and includes Arthur B. Sprague, William
H. Hallett, Louis Stephens. Alma Bradley,
Louis Ripley, and Grace Atvvood. to Inter-
pret her drama. A great many other things
are claimed for the presEntation, for which
seats have been on sale since Thursday.

Kernnn'x "Auxtriillun ItenutleK."
The press agent In advance of Bryan and

Watson's "Australian Beauties," which
will be seen for the second time this sea-
son tomorrow afternoon at Kernan's, Is
not anxious to take his oath that the girls
in tho company are really "Australian,"
but he is perfectly willing to pledge him-
self that they are "Beauties" and, after
all, this Is tho more important portion of
tho announcement. The, entertainment
given by the organization" promises to be
an interesting one. It Is respectively be-
gun and ended with "Tho Tjpevvrlter's
Wedding Day " and "The Duke of Monte
Carlo," in the rendering of which Harry
Bryan will be assisted by Ruby Marion, a

j young woman who has been with many
ut- mo uet ouriesque companies on me
road during the last decade. In tho olio
which comes between these pieces will be
seen Smith O'Brien, monologulst; Sheehan
and Kennedy, Celtic wits; Hazelton and
Vedder, soubrettes; George Yeoman, come-
dian; the La Villes, "knick-knac- k danc
ers," and Edna UrIIne, serio-comi- c.

Illjou Auudcvllle.
While no headlines are being advertised

for this week's bill at the Bijou the pro-
gramme announced bears the names of a
sufficiently large number of clever people
to guarantee that the entertainment con-
tributed will be enjoyable. Among these
vaudevillians are "The Gotham Comedy
Tour," mirth-make- rs and vocalists; Brown,
Harrison, and Brown, farceurs; Ladell and
Francis, noveltylsts; James and Tannic
Donovan, Irish dualogulsts; the Martclles,
trick bicyclists; Pearl Hlght, serio-comi- c,

and tho Bijou Stock Company. The per-
formance should be pleasing and will
probably draw a series of good houses.

The I'nrrur Itccltal.
The girl whose singing is said to have

charmed President and Mre McKinlpy on
the memorable day when Dewej's victory
was patriotically celebrated at the White
House by special request of "tho first lady
of the land," will be heard in public on
next Wednesday evening at the Lafayette
Square. Her name is Geraldlne Farrar.
Sho Is a gifted and youthful aspirant for
vocallstic honors, and it is not considered
improbable that in the near future sho will
win a most enviable niche in the temple
of fame. Miss Farrar will be assisted in
her local recital by Newell Whitney Mans-
field, the well known Boston pianist, and
Dr. Anton Gloetzner, of this city. A long
and varied programme Is promised. Wide
interest is being aroused regarding the
concert, which is directed by Florence Lee
Holtzman and managed by George Raw
lings, who is familiar to VAshlngtoaians
through his connection with the Lafajette.

THE PASSING SHOW.

Some month3 ago, when the excellent
business being done about the country was
proving an irresistible incentive- - to exag-
geration on the part of various and sundry
press agents, a n New York
newspaper published an extremely clever
article in which the son of a theatrical
manager was pictured asking his father
about the many millions which ho bad
read were In the old gentleman's posses-
sion. The satire was an amusing one, and
had the further merit of disillusionising
a number of reportorial enthusiasts who
had been bringing discredit upon them-
selves and the season in progress by mak-
ing statements concerning box office re-
ceipts that could not have approached tho
figures quoted under any circumstances.
In reviewing the financial standing of the
jcar Just closing it is important to un-
derstand that no miracles have been
wrought during the period, and that the
revelations of such research do not argue
that the term was not one of exceeding
profit merely because It did not reach the
absurd standard set for it.

As a matter of fact, though no attrac-
tion on tho road has drawn an average of
J17.000 a week, and the metropolitan
houses have hardly been besieged to the
extent that has been described, tho seven
months of active labor which have made
up tho professional epoch of 1S3S-'S- 9 have
been of a nature undupllcated during the
last two decades. The general prosperity
which followed the war with Spain, the
number of unusually Inviting combinations
on tour, and the reaction from a

calm had a really unwonted effect
upon the trade in entertainment and the
result is that three or four fortunes have
been made during this time and nono of
any size lost Successes have been big and
failures small; gains have been unvarying
and drains Infrequent; money-bringin- g

ventures have been many and money-takin- g

ones few. Altogether the season has
really brought with It an unprecedented
series of triumphs.

A great and general hunger for amuse-
ment was manifested throughout the coun-
try before the theatres had all been opened.
Every house ready for business drew
large audiences with comparatively worth-
less material, and as soon as tho better
class of people entered the field the grat-
ifying inclination to plaj going became
even more apparent. This was especially
true in New York, where every resort on
the RIalto flourished to an extent that as-
tonished quite as much as it dellrhip.i
its proprietors Before the end of Oc-
tober jin unheard-o- f number of actors and
their vehicles were appearing on Broad-
way and in the vicinity of that famous
street to the capacity of the buildings in
which they were booked. At one and the
same time "Cyrano de Bergerac" was
packing tho Garden to the doors, ' Tho
Christian" was placing standing room ata premium witnin tbe portals of the
Knickerbocker, "The Tortune Teller" was
performing a like service for Wallack's,
"The Turtle" was filling the Manhattan
nightly, and records at the Broadway, the
Empire, the Madison Square, Daly's, and
the Academy were being broken respec-
tively by Trancis Wilson and "The Little
Corporal," John Drew and "The Liars,"
"A Brace of Partridges," ."A Runaway
Girl." andJhe melodrama. "Sporting Life."
May Irwin came shortly after with "Kate
Kip, Buyer," and a profitable Casino pro-
duction completed the list.

This remarkable series of triumphs was
not sustained more thnn a couple of
months at the utmost, and it has not been
duplicated. One or two rather important
failures have occurred since what might
bo termed the ring was broken, and never
again have nine great successes competed
for patronage. A very high standard has
been maintained, however, vvhilo the con-
tinual entrance Into Gotham of such

presentations as "Because She Loved
Him So," "Zaza," "A Romapce of ,"

and "Mile, rift" has mado the sea-
son there a wonderful one all through.

Despite the fact that an unlimited 'num-
ber of celebrities and some thlrtv or forty
big productions have been taking in tho
provinces since last October, and notwith

standing tho profits made by them, the
unimportant stars and the minor offerings
have been augmented greatly. Histrionic
history records no year in which so many
combinations of all sorts hive bid for pub-
lic patronage. The "Dramatic Mirror"
for October 22, 1898, gave the names of
402 companies on the road, and since this
roster left out nearly sixty troupes that
had been included in preceding editions, it
is but fair to suppose that the list might
have been lengthened materially. A classi-
fied catalogue, arranged for reference re-
garding tho conclusions printed in this
column of last Sunday's Times, Included
7SS organizations of one sort or another;
but these had existed, ceased to exist, and
begun existence during the period covered,
so that it bore; no regard to the roll of
troupes which toured simultaneously.
Some Interest attaches to the knowledge
that ncarl) a thousand amusement enter-
prises were conducted between September,
1S3S, and Ha),,SS5, but the financnl mag-
nitude of the term can best be realized
from the "Mirror" register.

But a small minority of this multitude of
"shows" ever reached the eye of the "up-
per ten" among theatregoers. Probably

of the number consisted of such
popular-price- d attractions as "Casey's
Wife." "Johnny on the Spot," "A Spring
Chicken," and "The Waifs of a Great
City," while another quarter included only
tho various burlesque combinations, min-
strels, hypnotists, magicians, and travel-
ing vaudeville aggregations. Resident
stock compinles In tho larger cities of
the country and. the several repertoire or-

ganizations which plav at 10. 20, and 30
cents, and of which few urbinltcs ever
hear, made up' more than a third fourth
of the roster given.

A surprisingly large per cent ot this bet-
ter class of performances was of great suc-
cesses and a much smaller one ot failures.
Between the two came mam enterprises
that lasted out the jear without either
notable profit or perceptible loss, others
that came as legacies from former seasons,
and still others which took the form of
productions made by stars whose personal
follow ings assure them ot satisfactory re-

turns whatever their vehicles. Viola Allen
made her debut as a candidate for para-
graph notices in "The Christian," and Mrs,
Leslie Carter assumed an extraordinary po-

sition in "Zaza," both being triumphant.
Alice Nielsen was also well received In
"The Fortune Teller," James K. Hackctt
dropped money with "The Tree of Knowl-
edge," and won It back In "Rupert ot
Hentzau," Jefferson de Angelis has made
"The Jolly Musketeer" pay and Annie Rus-
sell accomplished her accession to stellar
honors in "Catherine" without apparent
difficulty. All of these people were new
to big type, but have proven their warrant
to it by producing hitherto untried but
now established plays. The

and MacLean-Tyler-Hanfo- trium-
virates are also beginners with brilliant
futures, while Blanche Walshe created
one of tho sensations of the period when
'sho stepped Into tho shoes of the late
Fanny Davenport and it was found that
she filled them completely.

Of successes won by recognized stars
who have staged fresh pieces and of fresh
pieces which have won success without
the assistance of any stars at all there nre
several After trying "His Honor the
Mayor" and "Worth a Million," with a re-

vival of "A Virginia Courtship," the unfor-
tunate William H. Crane has found nn
adequate vehicle in ' Tho Head of the
Family;" after carrying "A Co'onlal Girl '
and trying various other works, E. II.
Sothern Is being carried by "The Three
Musketeers," Sol Smith Russell followed
the disastrous "Uncle Dick" with a more
possible vehicle in the form of "Hon John
Grigsby;" Stuart Robson has made money
both in "The Meddler" and In the very re-
cent "Two Rogues and a Romance;" James
O'Neill did well with "When Greek .Meets
Greek" and Is doing better In "The Mus-
keteers," and Olga Nethersole revived her
old repertoire, staged "The Termagant."
and produced Mrs. Kendal's "The Second
Mrs. Tanqueray" with credit to herself.
Nat Goodwin, in "Nathan Hale" and "The
Cowboy and the Lady;" John Drew, in
"The Liars," May Irwin, In "Kate Kip,
Buyer;" Richard Mansfield, in "Cyrano de
Bergerac;" Minnie Maddern Tiske, In a
line ot vehicles new outside of Gotham;
Tim Murphy, In "Tbe Carpetbagger;" Ma-

thews and Bulger. In "By the Sad Sea
Waves;" Chauncey Olcott, in "ARomance
of Athlone;' Andrew Mack, in 'The Rag-
ged Earl;" Delia Tox, in "Tbe Little
Host;" De Wolf Hopper, in "The Char-
latan;" Trancis Wilson, in "The Little
Corporal;" Julia Marlowe. In "Collnette."
Ada Rehan, In "Tho Great Ruby;" the
Llliputlans, In "The Golden Horseshoe;"
the Rogers Brothers, in "A Reign of Er-
ror," and apparently Willie Collier, in
"Mr. Smooth," ha)e all done well, irre-
spective of whether their efforts were clas-
sic or farcical, whether the ventures in-
volved thousands or hundreds of dollars.
and whether they were produced in New
York or the provinces

Other Important profitable enterprises ot
the season have been "On and Oil,"
"Sporting Life." "Mistakes Will Happen"

which closed In Washington, but ed

considerable prosperity In the West
"Phroso." "Way Down East," "The Tur-
tle." "Why Smith Left Home," "A Brace
of Partridges," "Hotel Topsy Turvy," "The
White Heather," "The Telephone Girl,"
"Tho Three Dragoons," "A Runaway Girl,"
"Trelawny of the Wells," "Lord and Lady
Algy," "John Ingerlleld," "At the White
Horse Tavern." "Because She Loved Him
So," "Mile. TiB," "The Purple Lady,"
Charles Trohman's "The Cuckoo," and "A
Dangerous Maid," none of which had seen
tbe light of the theatre outside of one city
until tho beginning of this season, and all I

of whih have proven valuable to their
possessors.

For tho rest, Dan Daly wa3 to have been
starred In "The Belle of New York," but
was featured Instead; Otis Har:an was to
have gone out in "My Innocent Boy," but
postponed the tour; Virginia Harried was
to have tried her drawing powers in "The
Adventuro of Lady Ursula," and did not;
Henrj Miller v as-t- o have tested "Tho Am-
bassador," but contented himself with the
cast-o- ff offerings ot John Drew , something
was heard of Robert Downlng's projected
productions of "A True Knight," and "The
Commander," as well as of Eugenio Blair
In "A Creole Romance," but Mr. Downing
has dropped out of sight, and Miss Bialr
Is appearing in "A Lady of Quality," James
Corbett was to have been seen In "The Ad-
venturer." but took a saloon insteal;
"Mouse Trap Tobe" was to have been ex-
ploited, but did not materialize, and the
much-talked-- "The Greek Slave" has not

et landed on these shores.
Charles Coghlan has closed his New York

season in ' Citizen Pierre," Roland Reed
failed with "The Vojagers," "A Distin-
guished Guest" and a version of "Hi3 Ab-
sent Boy;" Burr Mcintosh did not get
far with "A War Correspondent." and Russ
Whjtal's experience in "Vagabondla" was
short, whilo Tcrris Jiartman's "The Pur-
ser," Clara Thropp's "Where's Matilda,"
George Monroe's "Her Majesty the Cook,"
Sam Bernard's "The Marquis of .Michigan."
the Bostonians' "Ulysses," Eddie Bald's
"A Twig of Laurel," James A. Heme's
"Rev. Griffith Davenport." Dighy Bell's
"Joe Hurst, Gentleman," Henrj Guy Carle-ton- 's

"Tho Cuckoo." "The Conqnerers."
"La Bohcrne," "A Misfit Marrlage.""A Dog
In the Manger." "Little Miss Nobodi."
"That Man," "Brown's in Town." "La
Belle Helene," "Yankee Doodle Dandy,"
Daly's "Cyrano de Bergerac," and "The
Last Chapter" did not come up to expecta-
tions "The Last Chipter" Is a clever
comedy and failed In New Yoik merely be-
cause It did not Introduce a disrobing
scene.

Joseph Jefferson. Maude Adams, Julia
Arthur. William Gillette. Herbert Ktlcey
and Efile Shannon, Marie Walnw right J.
H. Stoddart, Lewis Morrison, Frank Dan-
iels, Fannie Rice, Walker Whiteside. Otis
Skinner, Robert Mantell. Mme. Modjeska,
Carl Haswln. Charles Leonard rietcher,
Creston Clarke, Augusto Van Blene, Clay
Clement. J. E Tcole, Charles Gardiner,
Lillian Lewis, Thomas E Shea, Katie Em-me-

Nance O'Jtfell, Warde and Vokes,
Kate Claxton, Agnes Wallace Villa and
even served up noth-
ing new last season, several of them tem-
porarily resigning stellar honors.

Among tho plays presented In 1307-9- 3
nnd which began life anew in the theatri-
cal year of 1SSS-9- 9 were ' To Ilrlda Elect,"
"The Circu3 Girl."., "The Little Minister."
"The Geisha." "The Trer sh Maid." "Tho
Girl From Paris." "A Boy Wanted." "A
Jolly Night." "A Railroad Ticket." "A
Bunch of Keys," "A Stranger in New
York," "A Contented Woman," "A Milk

,.lil,e laS." "An Enemy to tho King,
sr. ..'!?.ner of Ze"." "A Parlor
j.iiuu. ai Ridge.' "Human
Hearts." "The Ballet Girl." "Chlmmie
Fadden." Cumberland '61." "Coot HoI- -
low," "The Devil's Auction," "Down inDixie." "The Heart of the Klondike.'

yarnest Kussia." "Eight Bells." "Tho
Electrician." "Fabio Romanl." "For FairVirginia," "The Fast Mall." "rallcnAmong Thieves," "The Great Train Rob-
bery "Girl Wanted." "Brother for
Brother." "Gayest Manhattan." "Hogan's
Alley." "The Heart ot Maryland," "TheHeart or Chicago." "The Pulse ot a GreatCity," "Humanity," "A Hired Girl." "In
Old Kentucky," "In Old Madrid." "A
Bachelor's Honeymoon." "Lost in Siberia,"
"McFadden's Row ot Flats," "The Man
From Mexico," "The Man."
"My Friend From India." "Miss Francis
of Yale." "Natural Cas." "Charley's
Aunt." "Patent Applied For." "rudd'nhead
Wilson," "Sowing the Wind." "A Southern
Romance." "Tho Sign of the Cro3," "Su-perb-

"The Sunshine ot Paradise Alley."
"The Pay Train," "Tho Tornado," "The
Limited Mall." "Tho Old Homestrad."
"Side Tracked." "The CIrl I Left Ilehind
Me," "The Last Stroke," "The Woimn In
Black," "The Land of the Living," "The
Span of Life," "Tho Cherry Pickers."
"Tennessee's Pardncr," "The Twelve
Temptations." "Two Little Vagrants."
"Tho Tarry town Widow." "Uncle Tom's
Cabin." "Under the Red Robe," "Under
the Dome." "What Happened to Jones,"
"When London Sleeps," "The White
Slave," "Jack and tho Beanstalk." "The
HIghvvajman." "A Marriage ot Conveni
ence," "The Master," "El Capltan," "Half
a King." "1402." "Bonnie Scotland." "A
Breez Time," and "At Gay Coney Island."
Sorre of these pieces were very old, and
some lrstcd only a short time, but all were
projected at the beginning- - of last season.

This list might easily be doubled In
length by the addition of the names of
new dramas and farces presented In the
popular-price- d houses, such as "Knobs o'
Tennesse." "Hov Hopper Was Sidetrack-
ed," and "John Martin's Secret." A ros-
ter of the vaudeville theatres which profit-
ed during the seven months Just gone, of
the minstrel and burlesque companies, of
tbe hjpnotlsts and magicians, and of the
tent shows on the road would make It im-
possibly long. Nearly fifty stock organiz-
ationsorganizations like the Murray Hill
Company, in New York, and the Castle
Square Company, In Boston could be at
tached to the register, while over 200 rep-
ertoire combinations toured the smaller
cities of the country. Among these were
tho Corse Payton Company, the Tommy
Shearer Company, the Shea Dramatic
Company, and the Spooners. Some thirty
war dramas, among them "The Red. White
and BIi.e," "The Maine Avenged." "A
Daughter of Cuba." and "Strangled on
Sunday" also held tho boards, all com-
bined bringing the catalogues mentioned
well up to tho numbers given.

These figures undoubtedly go further
than anything else could in showing how
tremendous a success tho season has been.
That such a series of great enterprises
could have been supported, that a like
multitude of smaller ones could have foundprom, mat successes have been so many
and failures so few is a cause for hearty
congratulation. No other nation in the
world can make such a showing and no
5 ear within two decades has brought such
fortune to American managers. The pe-
riod has not only been ore of great profit,
but It has left over so many triumphs that
there can bo no doubt that next season
will be quite as remarkable as was last.

Tn the general prosperity of 1S2S-'D- 0,

Washington and Washington managers
have had no small share. While there
have been bad weeks here 33 well as gool
ones, the average maintained was much
higher than usual, and the Capital City
has not only made profitable a larger num-
ber of theatres than are maintained In any
place ot its size in the world, but it has
proven to outside directors that, while it
will not pay for Inferior productions or
th03e which are sent under false pretences,
there is always a hearty welcome waiting
for a worthy attraction. The local season
has been an eventful one in many was.

Probablj the most choice bookings ot the
period have been seen at the National, and
the result is that Manager Raplej has now
a bank account considerably larger than
was that of last year. The house has been
empty1 during several engagements, but It
has not failed to do well with its b:tter
combinations. Thus, while "The Girl
From Paris," "Rupert of Hentzau," and
"Her Atonement" starved there, no less
than half a dozen companies, among which
were those offering "The Christian," "The
Charlatan," and "Nathan Hale" have come
well up to $10,000 each for their week's
appearance. Tho building has. if any-
thing, added to its reputation during thepast few months.

Although only one full season has passel
slnco Luckctt and Dwyer assumed tontrol
of the Columbia, that place of amusement
ha3 already proven a formldab'e rival, and
an Important factor In the field. Sjndlcat3
direction has prevented the loung lessees
from securing the mo3t desirable of offer-
ings, and often those preseuteJ have bejn
very bad, but the doors have never beea
closed, and some remarkable financial rec-
ords have been established. It has been
not only proven that the theatre can do
well with meritorious combinations, but
that its clientele is sufficiently large to oc
casionally make poor ones profitable. Thus
"ine uelsru, wmen had been twice done
here by Augustln Daly's troupes and
against small opposition, never drew no- -
iuuib auuiences uniu it cvme back for a
third lime in the hands nf nn unlmnnnu.,..
company-- , and was put on at the Columbia,
whilo U. II. Sothern and Annie Russell
were occupying the city's other two flrst- -
clas3 houses. Richard Mansfield also
broke the record for big business in Wash-
ington at the Columbia, and altogether
Managers Luckett and Dwyer come out of
the first car of their proprietorship with
colors fljlng. The Frawley Company is
now doing well at the F Street resort, and
promises to remain there for tome time
yet.

Manager Painter's first term of so'e
managership at the Lafayette ha3 not been
altogether fortunate. While the house has
had some big weeks, poor ones have btcn
more frequent. Manager Painter does not
feel that he has been honestly treated In
the matter of bookings, and it Is not prob-
able that the Lafayette will remain under
the direction of the syndicate in the future.

The season was well advanced before the
Grand Opera House found a tenant. Sev-
eral experiments were made hi the big
building but with no good effect. A certain
Manager Butler, who onco failed In an ef-
fort to conduct the Bijou, occupied the
Grand for two weeks with Davis and
Keogb attractions, but local amusement-lover- s

were riot willing to tolerate that
class of entertainment, and the venturer
was forced to give up the struggle. After
the theatre had been sold at auction it
was leased by Managers Burke and Chase,
who have been filling the stage since Jan-
uary with a series of high-cla- vaudeville
aggregations. Washington had never had
an opportunity of cultivating a taste for
twenty-minut- o sketches and "coon songs"
before, save in its stag houses, nnd the
test was watched with some Interest.
While it is hardly probable that Managers
Iiurko and Chase have found their enter-
prise profitable as yet, the outlook is good
and they will continue.

When Kcrnan and Rife resigned their in-
terest in the Grand and thus abandoned the
field of popular-price- d farce and melo-
drama to the Academy, tho future of that
house looked txtrcmely promising. As a
result of the desertion Manager Rapley was
given his choice of the second rate com-
pinles on the road, and has so manipulat-
ed affairs that many of tho best of these
have been seen at the Academy. Returns
have not been as large as might have been
expected and the attractions proffered Iiave
not always been good, but the average kept
up is encouraging, and neither patrons nor
proprietors have room for complaint.

Kernins auu the Bijou have remained
rivals In tne field of variety. Despite the
efforts of each manager to Injure the other,
both plates of amusement still prosrer and
probably will continue doing so. The
earnings of tho jear in both cases have
been large.

Two seasons of grand opera, neither of
which was financially successful; an un-
commonly large number of picture exhibi-
tions and other minor enterprises, and the
building of a museum complete tho list of
events for the local year. Ten new plays
nave been given their premieres here

"That Man," "Hotel Topsy Turvy." "On
and Off." "A Misfit Marriage." "TheChristian," "Zaza," "Rev, Griffith Daven-
port," "A War Correspondent." "A Do? lathe Manger." and Moo Hurst. Gentla-ma- n.'

Incidentally a poll-c- y
of honesty In criticism has proven to

the public that the reviews ot The Timesare not bought by local managers withtheir advertising, and that consequently
the theatrical opinions of one Washingtonpaper may be relied upon.

FUIEXDS OF LAST WEEK.
The beautirul rendering ot "Alabama"

given last week at the Columbia Theatre
by the Frawley Company called attention
to three members of that organization, one
of whom deserves advancement and tne
other two relegation to a line of smallerparts than they have been doing. The Cmof the trio is George Gaston and the secondand third are respectively Myron Callpc
and Frank Mathieu. Mr. Gaston Is theactor who was ceca in "Trilby" as Dr.Bagot and whose performance marked him
for more than usual compliment. His im-
personation ot tho hypocritical, cowardly
little preacher was even more consistent
and fiuo than had been that ot the role'soriginator, and his portrayal ot Decatur,
tho old negro servant in Augustus Thomas'
play, was distinguished by the same care
and Intelligence, though no two less like
efforts could be Imagined. The writer has
seen any number of clever people attempt
representations of old darkeys and. not
e.eu accepting .vint fj. Barlow, all wen
ridiculous Mr. Gaston's Dsmtnr m n-- r.

Meet in make-u- perfect In dialect, perfect
in walk nnd gestures, perfect In vnrnl In.
tonation perfect In ever requisite to good"' i sat asiue its concelver as one of
tho most able members of a flrst.rii
combination.

Myron Calico Is berrlnnlrir in raminri
of James Kearney, who will be recalled 33tho pugilistic looking individual whose sur-
geon in "Held by the Enemy" was one nf
the finest efforts ot the Column! sinM.--
season. but whose later assumptions were
merely absurd through their sillt-iinp-

and staglness. Mr. Calice made an excellent
impression with his Laird In "Trilby." butme manner in wnich he played the broker
in "The Charity Bail" produced the same
effect histrionically that might be createdmusically should some one try rendering
"Home, Sweet Home," on a penny fife by
means of a windmill. Mr. Calice puffed
and blew and grew red In the face andclasped his hands as though In prayer theend ot it all being that the spectator was
left in doubt as to whether he had beensuffering from remorse or colic. Thesegymnastics were repeated last week InAlabama," and with the same result. Mr.Calice is an intelligent man and while hemay not be a good actor there is no reasonfor such performances as he has been giv-
ing. Mr. Kearney was not intei.igent andso might have been excusable.

One cannot blame Trank Mathieu asmuch for his defections as one can blamethe manager who cast him for a part somportant as Is that of Armstrong InAlabama." Mr. Mathieu has been onthe stage only a very short time. and. allthlng3 considered, does very well. ButIt was not to be expected that he wouldbring out all the fine points that have so
much to do with the charm of tbe Impetu-
ous joung railroader and he did not.Tuough 3raooth. he showed constantly themachinery back of his effort and, there-fore, was not adequate to the characterMr. Trawley should not have put him intoIt. These two flaws in the production werenot small and presented the only obstacles
between it and perfection.

To the average theatregoer an acrobaticcct is a thing productive of torture. Hu-
manity 13 still moved to a certain extentby sympathy and the effort necessary to
the accomplishment of difficult physical
feats is generally so apparent that cnlvthe most apathetic could enjoy the spec-
tacle. Thi3 was not true, however, of the
three brothers Luken. whose work on thehorizontal bars last week at the Bijou
was at once remarkable and pleasing be-
cause of an entire absence of the detracting
feature mentioned The young fellow 3. all
of whom were good looking, did not grow
red in the face, their panting was not ob-
servable, and each of their offerings wa3
liui prpceucu Dy a series ot glances and
measurements calculated to Impress the
audience with the belief that the coming
performance would be the last. Every-
thing they did was deae gracefully and
easily, though much ot thcexhlbition hasnever been duplicated hers. There were
no misses and no apparent weariness Such
a "turn" has not been witnessed in Wash-
ington for many moons.

Tho few unfortunates who visited the
National last week and there saw a

of "Her Atonement" were
treated to the rather unusual effect of an
entire evening's portrayal being redeemed
by ten minutes of exceedingly creditable
work. Tho actor who accomplished this
wa3 Frederick Perry, whose impersonation
cf the Trench valet who robbed hU mas-
ter's dead tody was very bad Indeed. In
tho second act ot the piece a scene was
presented in which Preterre v.a3 arreUd
by two detectives and his effort here was
most praiseworthy. The hunted look with
which he onscrved the approach of the
"men in plain clothes," his attempt to
deny-- complicity to them, and finally his
struggle were so like those one sees in
everyday life that they caused certain
persons in the house to shudder. There
was nothing of tho

and a waltz song by the teuor
about Mr. Perry s light. It was an ex-
cellent Imitation of such a combat erd
acocrdlngly most commendable.

CHATS WITH THE PLAYERS.

Almost the only player of any ability
in the organization which presented "Her
Atonement" last week at the National and.
excepting Louis Aldrich, quite the only
one of reputation, Orrin Johnson was a
shining mark to the interviewer. Such a
figurative beast of prey went from The
Times to the Riggs House in search of a
victim and met Mr. Johnson In the hotel
lobby. The actor was alone and unprotect-
ed. A moment's conversation accomplish-
ed the deadly work and both beings took
seats at the side of the room. Said Mr.
Johnson- - "I have thought the matter over
with considcr-ijl- e care and have come to
tho belief that ihe American stage is about
to witness a universal return to melodrama.
Already signs of this movement are mani-
fested, and there can be little doubt that
the natural trend of events will ultimate-
ly bring a long series of just such pro-
ductions as that which is now holding the
stage at uaiy s.

"The causea which have been involved in
securing this result are many and evident.
Histrionic history is merely repeating It-

self as do the records of the political world
outside. It is not so long ago that an ex-
tended experience with the ultra-qui- in
stellar offerings and the dominance of that
school of vblch Edward Harrigan was a
dUclpIe, effected a boomerang spirit to
which was directly 'traceable the class of
works represented by 'The Shadows c a
Great City." The Romany Rye.' and The
Ticket of Leave Man.' The average theater-

-goer does not care to see represented
in a common way tbe Incidents ot his
every -- day life. He takes no Interest in
witnessing the repetition ot the more tragic
phases of his own existeuie. Instead he
desires some Idealism and a great deal of
high color about those plays which are fur-
nished him. Consequently the Forbes Robert-

son-Arthur Plnero-IIenr- y Arthur Jones-Osc-ar

Wilde sort of effort that has recent-
ly filled our places of amusement has given
way to the extreme of such romantic bits
as 'The Three Musketeers." and will final-
ly come to a combination of the classic
and of the profane melodrama.

"It is not my Intention to express the
Idea that this revival will bring forth the
grandiloquent and Impossible presenta-
tions of former years. Each succeeding
epoch of realness has Its effect upon the
return to Idealism, and ends in a ncanr
approach to perfect art. Of course. It will
bo Impossible to colloqulalize Shakespeare
to any great extent, though Maude Adams'
performance ot 'Romeo and Juliet,' In
which I will be seen as Paris, Is to be
marked by a tendency In that direction.
But tho melodramas which are to be re-
ceived by the. public will show complete
departure from those which found favor
two decades ago. The better class of the
pieces of this sort done recently have been

qulto natural. The White Heather' and
The Great Ruby' both being examples of
the fact, and those of the future will bs
evea more so rather like The Charity
Ball' than resembling The Two Orphans.'

"Probably- - a great part of the reason for
a return to the highly colored in stage
productions is not so much the taste of tha
amusement-love- r as the inability of thoae

ha cater to him More art is required in
making a natural play interesting and In
playing It interestingly than in awaken-
ing enthusiasm with melodrama. We haro
had few authors who could write such
works end few actors who could use them.
Then there has been a strong movement to
the extreme that exhibits realism rather
than realness The episodes that go to make
up a story mark epochs in the lives of its
Characters and they are not natural when
they accept these occurrences without a
sign. While It I true that the more cul-
tured a man Is the less he shows emotions,
none of us have yet reached perfection In
that regard. Great grief or Intense Juy
brings all to the same level. Consequently
there is nothing faithful In the portrayal of
the impersonator who hear3 of hU mother's
death and remarks Immediately. 'We're
having fine weather' A reaction from this
sort of thing undoubtedly has had much
to do with the return to romantics. Ulti-
mately we shall go back, again to natural-
ism, and finally we shall reach an Ideal
art that will bj ideal because real."

And. having survived the attack of tho
beast ot prey. Orrin Johnson rose to greet
another specimen cf the Ilk who came froai
still another paper.

Whilo standing In the box office at the
Columbia a few days ago, T. Daniel
Frawley began conversing on the past and
future of his local season. And this U
what he said

"While it would not bo truthful la me to
remark that I am as yet completely sat-
isfied with oar engagement la Washington.
I can say in good faith that the outlook
Is most encouraging. Wo have been in
town but three weeks and are already lay-
ing aside profits for wet weather. Tho
newspapers have been correct in stating
that my determination is to send an organ-
ization to Milwaukee later on and the ar-
rangements have gone so far that it will
be impossible for me to back out, no mat-
ter how bright things look here. If, how-
ever, our success at the Columbia Is as
great as I anticipate. I shall retain the
combination In this city and send another
one to Wisconsin. In that case the minor
people will be selected from the present
troupe, and their places filled by promi-
nent actors and actresses whom I now nave
in mind. Mr. Murray will represent my
interests here, and I shall go on to Mil-
waukee. The idea is one the germ of
which has been in my mind for Bome time,
and there can bo no foreseen reason why
its practice should not give the most ex-
cellent results."

Perhaps the most artistic bit of the many
artistic bits which constituted Minnie

impersonation in "Dingerfleld. "K"
last week at the Grand was her long solilo-
quy early in the piece. Regarding thU
tho clever actress remarked to a Times
man that the talk wa3 really quite as dif-
ficult as It seems simple. "The real ex-
cellence of a monologue like that." sho
said, "is in making it appear unfeigned and
natural. You can hardly Imagine what It
is to come out before an aadience andspeak for nine or ten minutes without
sho-vin- that the lines have been Ifarnml
aad are not a portion of the woman re-
peating them. It Is hard to avoid same
ness and rhythm in tone. too. and fhs. nt.
complishment3 of gesture and business
which are necessary to retaining the atten
tion ci a nouse are of no slight conse
quence. A theatrical assembly must b3
continually interested in a sketch or it is
a failure. And in 'Dangcrfield 'So' the de-
velopment of character contained la my
soliloquy is o essential to the Btrength or
the comedietta that not a word of it must
be missed. Accordingly the minds of those
in the assembly in front must be kept on
the rather tiresome speech, which fall3 to
me, am' Tc,a caa rca(j7 see tjal tne
task is not a light one. Hnirpvpr ih
piece is pretty, and I am growing
fond of my part. I shall continue In it forquite a time."

During a rehearsal of "Lost Twenty-fo- ur

Hour3" on last Wednesday at the
Columbia, a Timesman occupied a box
with bright Tittle ueorgla Welles, whoie
soubrette and Ingenue work with the
Frawley Company Is making her cxtreme-- y

popular In Washington. The critic asked
Miss Welles for the story of her past life,
and the actress obligingly responded.

"My people are not theatrical," qucth
she, "and when I first proposed going on
tho stage I was greeted with a storm of
reproaches and remonstrances that would
have discouraged anyone but a hardened
sinner like myself. The mater, who had
often confessed to a leaning toward the
footlights, stood by me, however, and I
was lodged In the Emerson School of Or-
atory in Boston. After a term in this col-
lege I wa3 transferred to the Sirgent
School in New York, from which I grad-
uated. Shortly after my father was in-
volved In a financial m!;fortune, and I was
obliged to take to acting for a livelihood.

"My fir3t professional appearance vas
made m this city, when The Two Co'one s'
wa3 tried here. All the local raprrs sutmcl
to like the piece, and everyone in the com-
pany thought it beautiful Managers are
somewhat chary ot venlcles which the
players enjoy, and in this ca3e the super-
stition was well founded. The unfortunate
army- - officers were taken to Palmer's
which is now Wallack's and there met
death on the field of battle. After the ob-
sequies had been attended to I was en-
gaged with Charle3 Dixon for 'Other Peo-
ple's Money,' and was seen during the run
at Hoyt's. The farce made a deal of the
commodity mentioned in Its title, and tha
experience was a happy one. Next I went
to the New- - York Bijou and to Bo:ton
with Sadie Martinot in The Passportc.'
MUs Martinot is the woman who Is now
doing a disrobing act in "The Turtle,' but
in tho day3 of The Fassporte' she was
justly famed for other things, and our ap-
pearances were partially successful. My
fourth engagement was with 'Adonis'
DIxey In The Lottery of Love,' and then
came a term of stock work on the Pacific
Coast, where I was with Mr. Trawler. In
the Interval between that time and my ad-

vent here I took to The White Heather,"
and would have come to Washington In ths
piece had not Mr. Frawley objected. NoiV
I am in the Capital City, and

"Do I like ray profession, and would I
advise other girls to try It? Well, no-o--

When I say this It may sound like running
down the labor by which I earn my bread
and butter, but still I must stick to it.
When I expressed a desire to go on the
stage I was Informed that the work was
up hill, the life monotonous, the task
thankless, merit of less consequence than
Influence, and all that, but I refused to be-

lieve it. Now I find that the truth was
told me. Acting is hard and success in it
is hard. Following the p.ofesslon neces

tbe dissolution of family and social
ties. Triumph always remains as far
ahead as does a mirage in the desert, and
when one reaches it what is it worth?
There is no . But I am getting cynical
and pessimistic, and that won't do for an
interview with a soabrette. I beg your
pardon."

PRESS AISKtNTS' ROUXI) TABLE.

It was within the sacred portals of the
Eleven O'clock Club, and Burr Mcintosh
was In a good humor. Consequently when
the last vestige of a broiled lobster haJ
vanished from his piste and the German
waiter v.ho presides over the quarters
and even the Tialf dollars of the organi-
zation had brought beer and c gars, the
former Taffy folded his legs aad began
unfolding a Joke on himself.

"The experience came wtth my Erst en-

gagement," quoth Mr. Mcintosh lightly.
' and though other misfortunes fallowed It.
I have never forgotten the chagrin and em-

barrassment which went hand In hand wi'h
the incident. I had been doing nswspaper
wprk for some time, but a little toaeh of
that conceit which Is the root cf all ambi-
tion had made me long for stage conors.
and so I had written an old friend of mine
.n New York a3ling him to secure for me
a part In a ne,v After tho
lapse of several weeks I heard from the
agent. A piece, cntlt'ed 'The Red Record,"
kps to be presented, and, while a lack of


